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The FrienDS inSTiTuTe on Moseley road in 
Birmingham has been listed at Grade ii* by the Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport, on the advice of english 
heritage. The institute was completed in 1897. it was 
commissioned by richard Cadbury. The thirty-seven 
classrooms, lecture theatre and assembly hall were used for 
adult education and social work in the local community. 
The building was also the venue for the first international 
athletics match between england, ireland and Scotland in 
1900. Michael Bellamy, of english heritage, said: ‘This is an 
expressive building, and it shows the altruism and desire to 
educate which are features of the Quaker faith.’ 

Unique Quaker building gains award
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Thought for the Week

how much is our Meeting like a tree?

Do we remember the importance of roots below the surface
[as made so clear in much indian art]? 

Do we appreciate their strength in stopping our tree falling down? 

Do the roots go down to the deep, to divine vitality which feeds us 
all? 

Do we understand that all roots are different and equally important?

is our trunk able to withstand bullets and barbed wire, to absorb 
them and even use them?

Can our branches sway in the wind and storms, rustling, staying 
attached?

Do children play under our tree, swinging, pushing each other?

Do other creatures take shelter under and in our tree?

Do we remember the cycle of seasons; that, after leaves fall and it 
looks dead, the tree replenishes and grows new leaves and fruits 
and seeds?

Do owls hoot from our holes?

Diverse
spirituality

Friends at Nailsworth Meeting

nailsworth Meeting held a Meeting for Worship for Business (MfWfB) on Sunday 5 October 
when Friends discussed ‘how does the truth prosper?’ They had previously discussed this in 
seven groups held between June and September. At the MfWfB they divided into smaller groups 
and were given themes to discuss. They wrote ‘advices & queries’ in response to them on a 
number of themes: Our Worship Together, Being an All Age Community, Communication and 
Shared endeavours, Challenging the World, Diverse Spirituality and Belief, Disagreement and 
Difference. Sallie Dearnley submitted to the Friend their suggestions on Diverse Spirituality 
and Belief (above).
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YeArLY MeeTinG Gathering 
(YMG) 2017 will be at Warwick 
university from Saturday 29 July to 
Saturday 5 August, Friends heard 
at Meeting for Sufferings on 4 
October. 

Warwick university has been 
chosen as it is particularly compact, 
modern and accessible, according 
to the Yearly Meeting Agenda 
Committee (YMAC). The nearest 
mainline railway station, Coventry, 
is just four miles from the campus. 

The Warwick Arts Centre will be 
the main base. it opened in 1974, 
and was designed by architects 
renton, howard, Wood Associates. 
The Centre won a prestigious 
royal institute of British Architects 
award, and continues to play a 
significant role in the region’s 
cultural life. 

The university offers lots of 
versatile spaces, YMAC told the 
Friend. One of these is the Arts 

Centre’s Butterworth hall (above), 
which seats up to 1,500 people. 
This means that no Big Top will be 
needed for YMG 2017. 

Britain Yearly Meeting recording 
clerk Paul Parker said: ‘We’re 

excited to see what kind of 
YMG we can build in Warwick 
university. We will have the time 
and space we need to act together 
as a community to discern, 
worship, celebrate and act.’

News

TerMS OF reFerenCe for a 
new Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) 
Sustainability Group were brought 
to Meeting for Sufferings last week. 
in June the Minute 36 Group 
had recommended that a new 
group be set up to oversee BYM’s 
commitment to sustainability. This 
was accepted.

The group said that it was 
ready ‘to make a strong corporate 

commitment to become a low-
carbon, sustainable community’. 
This would require ‘a process to 
establish a baseline of current 
witness and a framework in which 
individual Friends and Local 
Meetings can share in their success’. 

The new group will be 
accountable to Meeting for 
Sufferings, and will oversee work 
in relation to the low-carbon 

commitment made at Yearly 
Meeting Gathering in 2011. 

Members will communicate 
by minute with Meeting for 
Sufferings, BYM trustees and 
central and standing committees. 
it is, according to the terms of 
reference, ‘encouraged to engage 
with independent Quaker groups, 
particularly those whose work 
relates closely to the commitment’.

Warwick chosen for YMG 2017

New terms for sustainability group

VeTerAn AnTi-WAr campaigner Bruce Kent gave a talk at 
Bury St edmunds Meeting house on Sunday 5 October. 

A seventy-strong audience heard him speak on ‘Striving for 
Peace in a Troubled World’. Bruce called on more young people 
to campaign for peace and said that a relatively small number of 
people could make a difference. 

‘The trouble is, we are a generation that wants things to happen 
instantly. We want the flowers to grow the moment we put the 
seeds in. it doesn’t really work like that,’ he added. ‘Wars are not 
compulsory. We can actually eliminate wars, if we take our time 
and work towards changing the structures that produce war.’ 

Bruce Kent speaks at Bury St Edmunds
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(l to r) Bruce Kent, Michael Akehurst (of Bury St 
Edmund’s clerkship team) and attender Kevin Mayhew.
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news@thefriend.orgreported by Tara Craig

QuAKerS Were AMOnG those 
who took part in a national anti-
war demonstration held in London 
on Saturday 4 October. 

Before joining the Stop Bombing 
iraq march, the fifteen-strong 
group met in Temple Place for 
Meeting for Worship. 

Chris Gwyntopher, from 
Wanstead Meeting told the Friend: 
‘i felt part of a powerful gathered 
Meeting, despite being close to 
a large and fairly noisy crowd 
and finding myself doorkeeper, 
banner-holder and elder. The still 
small voice sometimes is clearer in 
times of upheaval.’

The group carried a ‘Quakers 
for Peace’ banner provided by 
Friends house staff, with one of 
them holding up a poster which said: ‘Only peaceful, 
just methods can create peace and justice’. he told 
the Friend that a stranger shook his hand warmly on 
reading this. 

The speeches opposite Downing Street were 
preceded by a minute’s silence in remembrance of 
relief worker Alan henning, whose beheading by an 
iSiS member had been on that morning’s news. 

Quakers witness for peace

The LArGe Meeting house at Friends house hosted 
its first post-refurbishment event, for Birkbeck College, 
on 30 September. 

head of hospitality Paul Grey explained: ‘Thanks to 
the hard work of the hospitality team and contractors, 
we managed to turn what was essentially a building site 
into a conference venue in under two hours.’ 

he added that it had been a challenging time for 
the hospitality department, but good progress is being 
made. 

First event in Large Meeting House
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Some of the protestors.

A MOTiOn to recognise Palestine as a state was 
backed by 274 votes to 12 in the house of Commons 
on Monday 13 October.

The motion, put forward by Labour MP Grahame 
Morris, urged the government to ‘recognise the state of 
Palestine alongside the state of israel as a contribution 
to securing a negotiated two-state solution’.

The result was welcomed by Friends house in a 
press release issued on Tuesday 14 October. 

The press release said: ‘Many Quakers wrote to 
their MPs ahead of the Commons’ debate urging 
recognition of the state as a vital step towards justice 
and peace for Palestine and israel.’

The Britain Yearly Meeting statement on Gaza 
made in August was also highlighted. it called for the 
government to recognise Palestine as a nation state, 
a comprehensive arms embargo on all sides in the 
conflict and for an end to israel’s blockade of Gaza and 
occupation of Palestine.

Conservative and Liberal Democrat ministers 
abstained from the vote, as is the convention on 
motions proposed by backbench MPs. The vote, whilst 
not deciding government policy, was described by the 
BBC as ‘symbolic’ but that it ‘could have international 
implications’.

Palestinian statehood

The MOunT SChOOL in York has been awarded a 
prestigious national food industry award.

James Goodwin, chef manager at The Mount, won 
the accolade of independent School Caterer of the 
Year at the annual eDucatering Awards at the royal 
Garden hotel, Kensington.

 The eDucatering excellence Awards recognise 
outstanding individuals who have excelled within 
the school meals sector. The menu at The Mount 
has a focus on healthy options and on incorporating 
seasonal ingredients. 

Mount School menu success
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A television documentary screened earlier this 
year told the story of the ill-fated convoy  
PQ 17 carrying tanks, planes and ammunition 

from iceland to russia. The protective naval escort 
having been withdrawn to deal with possible attack 
by German warships, the convoy was attacked for five 
days by aircraft and submarines. Only a handful of 
the forty or so ships reached port. The full horror of 
this event hit home to me in reports of the screams of 
a sixteen-year-old cabin boy who was trapped as his 
torpedoed ship began to sink. War is hell, and very 
personal.

The Conservative MP Michael Gove, earlier this 
year, said that in the forthcoming commemoration 
of the 1914 war there should be ‘a battle against left-
wing myths that belittle Britain’ and a denouncing 
of historians who ‘denigrate patriotism’. i think these 
comments, which seemed to extol the military and the 
efficacy of war, are both delusional and dangerous. it is 
delusional to pretend that Britain is still a major world 
power, despite its attempt to masquerade as one. Our 
military exploits in iraq and Afghanistan – at great 
cost in lives, money and moral standing – seem, to 
me, principally directed at providing legitimacy for the 
united States’ avowed aim of global military supremacy.

now, a hundred years after 1914, military jets, 
costing tens of millions each and hundreds of pounds 
every hour in fuel, thunder regularly over this 
otherwise peaceful corner of northumberland. The 
Ministry of Defence tells me this is necessary to keep 
Britain ‘in war readiness’. The arms manufacturers did 
very well indeed in the lead up to, and in the terrible 
progress of, the war of 1914 – a war resulting largely 
from Britain’s commercial and strategic rivalry with 
Germany. helped by the coalition government, they 
are doing very well this year too – the year when we 
officially commemorate the follies of warfare.

recently, in Vienna, my wife Kay and i passed by the 
former Quaker office in Jauresgasse, a street named 
after Jean Jaurés. he was a French socialist who tried 

strenuously to promote diplomacy as an alternative 
to hostilities in 1914 and was shot afterwards by a 
‘patriotic’ assassin. The office of Friends in Vienna, in 
the late 1960s when Kay was there, fostered informal 
contacts with eastern Bloc countries during the cold 
war. Austria seems very prosperous and relaxed, a 
country at peace with itself. The police and military 
adopt a low profile and its annual military budget is £2 
billion, compared with Britain’s £35 billion.

The uK opposition spokesman, a professional 
historian, has rightly described Michael Gove’s 
comments as ‘crass’ and ‘shocking’. Michael Gove 
pronounces on the conduct of the operations in the 
1914 war. Lyn Macdonald’s 1983 book Somme draws 
heavily on the accounts of those who took part and 
reveals the incompetence of the British generals who 
directed the fighting of July 1916 from the comfort 
of chateaux well behind the lines. One commander 
appeared on horseback the day before battle to assure 
the troops that taking over the German lines would 
be ‘a cake walk’. The next morning over 19,000 men – 
‘lions led by donkeys’ – were massacred in an attack 
on one small village, and the ghastly war of attrition 
continued into the deep mud of november. harry 
Patch, who took part, saw the battle as ‘legalised mass 
murder’. 

i was very disturbed by Michael Gove’s comments, 
in this commemoration year, because they seem to 
imply that violence is an acceptable way of settling 
international disputes. They also deny the obvious 
need for Britain to foster more productive links with 
european and wider international communities, 
instead of wasting money and resources posing as 
‘Great’ Britain.

George Bernard Shaw said: ‘You’ll never get a quiet 
world till you knock the patriotism out of the human 
race.’ My thoughts go back to that young victim of  
PQ 17 – he was someone’s grandchild, too.

Ken is a member of East Cheshire Area Meeting.

Opinion

1914

Ken Veitch reflects on the follies of war
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Opinion

Once upon a time i was a barrister. Barristers 
are close to the police. robert Mark was then 
commissioner of the Metropolitan Police. 

Once when asked by a student at a police training 
college how he coped with public order disasters, such 
as riots in Leicester Square, robert Mark told a story.

he said, ‘We have this remarkable horse, Black 
Beauty – specially trained, tall and gorgeous. if things 
get really bad, we send her into the middle of the 
mess, with an officer riding her to where sticks and 
stones are flying. As soon as one hits her, she appears 
to falter, sink and die. This prompts an appalled hush. 
The crowd is quiet.’ 

in 1964 i was pleased with the vote i got in the 
general election as the Liberal candidate for Bristol 
West. The punchline in my election address was: ‘he is 
best known for his unsuccessful attempts to reform the 
Automobile Association.’ That worked; reforms came. 
Failure often works.

But Friends, please don’t go, as an aim, straight for 
failure. On my side of the Atlantic (at least) Friends are 
prone to start their published statements: ‘As Quakers 
we feel…’ or ‘As Quakers we believe…’ 

in less time than it takes you to read this sentence, 
the addressee has turned to something else. he is not a 
Quaker; how could what follows matter?

even the dimmest addressees – be they politicians 
or the public – know that they are supposed to tie 
actions to reason rather than faith-based formulae. 
Candidates can hardly address constituents urging 
soldierly retreat on the basis that one tiny sect thinks 
that it is a good idea. We should get straight to the 
secular truth of what we are saying. 

Lack of speed is another of our communication 
problems. We tend to withdraw to consider all issues 
in convoluted Quaker processes. Friends should get 
on with it. We need to react at once. Maybe we should 

have a 24/7 spokesperson empowered to speak for us. 
if people hear from the folks in the gun lobby: ‘Only 
people shoot people’, we could say: ‘no, only guns 
shoot people’. Silence is not witness. it is evasion. The 
public needs to be spared drifts of belated religiosity, 
but given prompt truth. 

When i was chair of the then London Yearly 
Meeting Penal Affairs Committee and the capital 
punishment debate was in the offing, i sent 200 words 
on it to every member of the house of Commons. 
Clearly, they knew who it was from, but we did not 
preach. 

 not long after, at 6:15pm on the evening of 20 July 
1965 in the house of Lords, Gerald Gardiner, the lord 
chancellor, made the speech on capital punishment 
which ended it in Britain. i was in the gallery and 
heard him speak for seventy-five minutes: the best 
speech i have ever heard. he had served in the Friends 
Ambulance unit (FAu) during the war. he did not 
dwell on that. 

The gravamen of his speech was the attempts 
over many years, all of them failures, to end capital 
punishment. he had read every speech in every 
debate in either house on the subject. in all, what 
was generally felt as reason had failed and capital 
punishment retained because ‘now is not the right 
time’. The attempts all failed. he pointed out that if it 
were a good thing but ‘now’ was never to be the right 
time, then when would it ever be the right time? That 
speech wound up the debate. The death penalty ended. 

As William Shakespeare so nearly said, ‘Out of this 
nettle, failure, we pluck this flower, success’.

Keith is a member of San Francisco Meeting, USA.

Note: ‘Out of this nettle, danger, we pluck this flower, 
safety.’ from Henry IV Part 1: Act 2, Scene 3.

The advantages 
of failure 

Keith Wedmore suggests that failure can often work
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Letters All views expressed are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Friend

Commemoration of the first world war
i was glad to read Michael Bartlet’s piece on 
affirming the significance of each individual death  
(3 October).

i have recently held a commemoration at the 
retirement complex where i live. i made a display 
of photos, letters and so on of five family members 
involved in the first world war. Both my parents were 
doctors and worked to save life. My mother’s two 
brothers were both killed in the war, one aged twenty 
and the other twenty-two. My father-in-law survived 
his time in the trenches with terrible memories.

i felt that i wanted to commemorate those two 
young uncles that i never knew and used some letters 
of one of them in the commemoration. 

My father wrote poems that speak of the waste of life 
and all its potential, which i used, too.

i was also invited to take the display into a school. i 
hope that the children came away with a sense of the 
great loss of men and the quote from my father that 
‘it is difficult to justify war – indeed impossible – for 
anyone who has met it face to face’.

i think we can and should commemorate those 
young men who gave their lives, while avoiding 
glorifying war.

Ann Fox
Heswall Meeting, Merseyside

Concerns
Michael Yates (10 October) asks Friends to consider the 
possibility ‘that pure pacifism in the current islamic 
State situation makes us complicit in the death, torture 
and rape carried on by this non-islamic force’. he asks, 
‘Can we really “pass by on the other side”?’

This is a false dilemma, and i hope we shan’t spend 
much time discussing it. Fighting is not the only 
alternative to inaction. 

The answer is indicated in Michael’s Bible reference. 
The good Samaritan did not raise the level of violence 
in the situation; instead he tried what love can do (as 
William Penn urges us all) in acts of compassion and 
healing.

John Lampen
lampen@hopeproject.co.uk

London Meeting houses
no new Meeting houses in London between Wanstead 
in 1968 and Kingston (3 October)? has the secretary of 
Six Weeks Meeting forgotten about Blackheath’s new 
build (1972), Forest hill’s new Meeting room (1973) 
and Walthamstow’s converted printworks (1998)?

Richard Pickvance
Blackheath Meeting, London

Transformation
Friends are generally inclined to plain speaking 
and not given to hyperbole, so a word as strong as 
‘transform’ applied to human experience and even 
selfhood must be intended to convey powerful 
existential realities indeed. 

Ben Pink Dandelion in his Swarthmore Lecture 
spoke of ‘(our) experience of encounter (that is with 
the Divine) transforms our sense of the world around 
us’ and ‘we are transformed.’

it would be instructive and encouraging, i am sure, 
to hear from Friends who can testify to their sense of 
the world having been actually transformed, or even 
being themselves transformed, presumably associated 
with Meeting or belonging to the religious Society of 
Friends. 

Perhaps i can develop the idea slightly. There 
appear to be two possible modes of transformation: 
either self-change, as when a butterfly emerges from 
its chrysalis, or being changed by another, as in 1 
Corinthians 15.51. 

Which is closer to actual experience?
Roger Seal
roger.seal@btinternet.com

Surveillance, secrecy and sovereignty
it is a matter of public knowledge that, because of the 
way in which events unfolded during the second world 
war, the German enigma code was broken at Bletchley 
Park and the Japanese Purple code was broken in 
Washington. From the time of Pearl harbour onwards 
there seems to have been a complete pooling of 
intelligence between Britain and the uSA. 

now the threat is from terrorist acts, such as the four 
suicide bombs in London on 7 July 2005 that killed 
fifty-two civilians and injured 770 others. 

if the sharing of intelligence information between 
the two nations continues, and if the uSA can find the 
resources to station 1,200 staff from nSA at Menwith 
hill (a number quoted by Alison Leonard, 3 October), 
i suggest we should be grateful, rather than ask ‘Who 
is running this country?’

Phillip Gething
Farnborough Meeting, Hampshire

Alternatives to Violence
We, at Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) South 
West, experienced some difficulties in the application 
procedure both for individuals and groups offering 
workshops for the recent Quaker Gathering in Bath.

unfortunately, AVP South West did not realise 
that they had been scheduled to deliver not only the 
expected Tuesday ‘taster’ workshop, which went very 
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The Friend welcomes your views. Please keep letters 
short (about 250 words) and include your full 
postal address, even when sending emails. Please 
specify whether you wish for your postal or email 
address or Meeting name to be used with your 
name, otherwise we will print your post address or 
email address. Letters are published at the editor’s 
discretion and may be edited. Write to: the Friend, 
173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ or email 
editorial@thefriend.org
Remember if you are online that you can also 
comment on all articles at www.thefriend.org

In essentials unity,  
in non-essentials liberty,  

in all things charity.

well, but also one on Monday. 
Fortunately, two trained facilitators were present  

and conducted an impromptu session for the thirty-
two attendees. 

We are concerned that this mix-up may have 
prejudiced people’s view of AVP. We would be 
interested to know if other groups/individuals 
experienced similar problems or if our experience  
was unique.

Jackie Longley, secretary
Alternatives to Violence Project South West 

Joys and sorrows
A Friend had just read out the passage from Quaker 
faith & practice extolling the healing properties of 
music after a heart attack and i was not so much 
overwhelmed by a wave as threatened by an inexorable 
tide of grief: for i, also, have clapped out coronary 
arteries but, as someone profoundly deaf, music has 
long since ceased to be of any solace to me. This kind 
of response to being suddenly reminded of a loss is 
absolutely to be expected but, on this occasion, it was 
also a shot across the bows of my public persona.

We may have joys that we wish to share but also 
sorrows which, much of the time, we would rather 
keep to ourselves. i remind myself that if i celebrate 
publicly the scholastic achievements of an offspring 
there may well be in my audience someone whose 
son is in the toils of heroin addiction; celebrating the 
‘blessings’ of a marriage, children and grandchildren 
as they come along could be to rub salt in the wounds 
of others not so blessed. And the same could be said 
of many other joyful experiences – recovery from a 
life-threatening illness or the achievement of a lifelong 
ambition.

i need to remember, when i am bursting to share 
happy news, to think twice about the possible painful 
impact on some other. Perhaps one should only 
indulge in making such announcements to the whole 
Meeting if one is fully aware of all the circumstances 
in the lives of everyone present – not a likely 
circumstance i think.

John Anderson 
Taunton Meeting, Somerset 

A bridge too far?
‘i pray to God to rid me of God.’ These famous words 
of eckhart von hochheim, the medieval German 
philosopher and mystic, could offer a well needed 
bridge between theists and nontheists within Quakers 
in Britain today.

As i understand the above quote from eckhart, he is 
expressing his longing to move beyond the concept of 

God (ultimate truth) and into its essence and be done 
with all the wrappings, dogma and pomp.

Let’s all not get too preoccupied with the details at 
the expense of the bigger picture. At the end of the day, 
all words, concepts, methods and belief systems are but 
a ship crossing the ocean of existence. Once we get to 
the far shore, what need do we have for them? All we 
will have then is what we all have in common now.

Chris Goodchild
Westminster Meeting, London

Contact information
i write as administrator for the trustees of Francis 
Camfield, one of the trusts listed in the Directory of 
Quaker Grant Making Trusts. This directory is held 
on paper in many Meetings and, in their efforts to be 
conservative of paper use, Friends are clinging on to 
out-of-date information. 

The trustees and the clerk, administrator or 
secretary of these trusts may change at any time. 

i’m making a plea through your readers for all 
elders, overseers and clerks who may be trying to 
help individual Friends to check the information on 
the Charity Commission website or by requesting a 
new copy of the directory from the Communications 
Department at Friends house. 

i have received at least four applications this year, 
redirected from the previous address of the former 
administrator. The redirection takes time, in some 
cases at least four weeks, causing irritation as well as 
delay in responding.

Gillian Waddilove, administrator
Francis Camfield Trust
gillian@waddilove.co.uk



10 the Friend, 17 October 2014

My mother died in June and my brother, sister 
and i have been clearing her flat. i picked up 
a small book there by Amos Oz, How to Cure 

a Fanatic. Writing about the roots of violence in israel 
and Palestine he says: ‘The essence of fanaticism lies in 
the desire to force other people to change.’ A key lesson 
i learned from my mum when she was alive was that 
setting out to change people rarely works. in Quaker 
terms, peace depends on answering that of God in the 
other and in recognising our own darkness – our areas 
of unconsciousness. Often, it is precisely the things 
we find most difficult in other people that are the best 
pointers to our own blind spots – they can be Light that 
shows us our darkness and brings us to new life.

Expectations

This insight resonates with my experiences of working 
on climate change. Most people do not talk about 
climate change in everyday life, partly because it 
has become so emotionally charged for them. They 
associate it with fanaticism. i simply have to arrive at 
Meeting on Sunday on my bike for some Friends to 
think i am trying to change them. Climate change is 
inextricably mixed up with a sense of social pressure, 
guilt and blame.

There is also an expectation that caring about climate 
change means belonging to a particular tribe. it goes 

along with a set of values, lifestyle choices and even 
religious beliefs. Maybe that is just a reflection of the 
fact that people are more social than we usually admit; 
many of our values and behaviours really are tribal. 
That applies to Quakers as much as anyone.

in her latest book, This Changes Everything, naomi 
Klein sees capitalism as the root cause of climate change 
and calls for a radical overhaul of the economic system. 
Many Friends might agree with her. But the trouble is, 
climate change involves everybody; we are all needed 
as part of the solution. Climate change has come to be 
seen, especially in the united States and increasingly in 
Australia and Britain, as part of a socialist agenda. This 
means policy is largely stuck.

So, pity the un negotiators who have the task of 
coming up with the next climate treaty. Governments 
have said they will make deep cuts in greenhouse 
gas emissions – although conveniently for current 
politicians, the firmest goals have been set for 2050. They 
have agreed to agree new medium-term commitments at 
their Paris conference in november 2015. But progress 
is slow and negotiations are sometimes ill-tempered.

The UN climate summit

un secretary general Ban Ki-moon convened a climate 
summit for world leaders in new York last month, 

Climate change

Climate action without 
fanaticism

Laurie Michaelis reflects on the challenge of working for change without 
trying to change people
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hoping to build some momentum. it became the focus 
for marches and other events in new York and in 
cities around the world, coordinated by the internet 
campaigning organisation Avaaz. Many Friends 
participated in the demonstrations and there was a 
particularly strong Quaker presence in new York and 
London.

The Quaker united nations Office (QunO) 
co-hosted two events in new York with the uS-based 
Friends Committee on national Legislation (FCnL). 
These ‘quiet conversations’ were modelled on dinners 
QunO has been holding for un climate negotiators, 
giving them a safe space in which to reflect in depth 
on their responses to climate change and to hear each 
other. 

The first of the new York events was for faith group 
representatives. They heard about the latest climate 
science, and probable human impacts, directly from 
rajendra Pachauri, chairman of the intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (iPCC). he stressed the need 
to spiritualise our human response to climate change. 
Participants then had time to speak about their own 
experience. The second event brought together people 
from a variety of major nGOs, who explored harmony 
in their message.

The summit itself was attended by more than 100 
heads of state and government and leaders from the 
private sector and civil society. it was not a negotiating 
session – more an opportunity for announcements 
about what countries, cities and businesses are doing to 
address climate change. There was a lot of background 
work by un institutions to get commitments on the 
table.

Decarbonising investment portfolios

Mostly, the heads of state reiterated existing national 
policies and emission reduction targets. Countries 
still have a few months to firm up new commitments 
for the Paris conference. Perhaps the more significant 
announcements at the summit were those made by 
the business community. in particular, a coalition of 
financial institutions has agreed to begin ‘decarbonising’ 
their investment portfolios. They promise to take $100 
billion out of carbon intensive sectors by December 
2015 and to report on the carbon footprint of a further 
$500 billion of investments.

Meanwhile, the demonstrations around the world, 
including the massive one in new York, seem to have 
injected new energy into public feeling about climate 
change. The media spoke of climate ‘protests’ but, 

actually, the day of climate action was very positive; 
people simply showing they care. Perhaps that reflects 
the atmosphere of the un summit itself – it was a space 
for leaders to show how much they care without trying 
to change each other. And i’m sure that’s part of why 
participants in QunO’s quiet conversations find them 
such powerful experiences.

On the London demonstration many people carried 
placards with ‘For the love of…’ and hearts inscribed 
with things they care about. This was part of an 
initiative to frame our climate response more positively, 
organised by The Climate Coalition – a consortium 
of uK organisations including Quaker Peace & Social 
Witness (QPSW). There has been some criticism of the 
lack of focus – was the march calling for change? What 
kind of change?

Quaker faith in action

Lindsey Fielder-Cook, QunO representative on climate 
change, took part in the new York demonstration. She 
told me how powerful she found it: ‘endless people as 
far as you can see marching, that strength and hope 
and belief… and the moral call, which i felt was a very 
strong message’. She spoke of a conversation with a 
policeman who said it was the biggest demonstration 
he’d seen, yet also one of the most peaceful. But as she 
also said: ‘There’s a section of people who say we have 
to overcome capitalism. That was in the march, too. 
Of course, climate change is an economic, social and 
political issue, but set agendas can feel threatening to 
others, boxing climate change concern as left wing and 
polarising the debate.’

Lindsey took two new publications to new York 
that you can get from the QunO website. One was a 
booklet of interviews with eighteen Friends around the 
world, sharing what inspires, motivates and supports 
them in engaging with climate change. The other was 
a statement from fourteen Quaker organisations calling 
for action on climate change. The publications were 
especially appreciated by Quakers. Documents like 
these, developing our voice, are vital in building our 
solidarity as Friends. 

Yet, it is often through creating space for people to 
listen to each other, rather than calling out our own 
message, that we make opportunities for transformation. 
So, in my work change has come in unexpected ways, 
from unexpected people and places. When i try to make 
it happen, i usually fail. it is a delicate balancing act, 
working for change without trying to change people.

Laurie is environment editor for the Friend.
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Open For Transformation: Being Quaker is, for 
me, one of the most important and timely 
Swarthmore Lectures for a long time. i write 

from the perspective of one of the majority of British 
Friends who was not at Bath to hear the lecture by 
Ben Pink Dandelion at first hand. however, i have 
read the book and watched a recording available via 
the internet. One of the purposes of the Swarthmore 
lectureship is to interpret to Friends something of 
their message and mission: to feel the pulse of the 
contemporary religious Society of Friends in Britain. 
And this lecture does just that. i find it refreshing 
to read a Quaker author these days who is honest 
enough, and not afraid, to talk about God in explicit 
‘God language’.

Ben Pink Dandelion argues that over the last 150 
years our Quakerism has been revisioned within the 
context of an increasingly secularised wider society. 
The way we belong, the way and what we believe, the 
way we recognise our diverse gifts and offer service, 
and the way we communicate to people outside the 
Society, have all been subject to this revisioning. We no 
longer have a separate outward identity: gone are the 
plain dress and the plain speech. The direct influence 
in our lives of the Meeting community ends at the 
door of the Meeting house. have we accommodated 
‘The World’ by allowing Meeting for Worship to 
become shorter by half an hour each century of our 
existence?

As Friends we know that we can encounter 
the Divine directly and, as Quakers, we are part 
of a community rooted in the experience of 
transformation. We choose a form of worship to 
nurture that experience. We have developed practices 
of discernment that enable us to recognise and 
understand what that experience asks of us. And we 
find the Divine transforming us, and our approach to 
the rest of humanity, and calling us to a distinct way 
of life – our Testimony. This is a call to a covenantal 
relationship with God as a community. Quakerism is 
not a DiY religion; it is a Do it Together religion.

We have allowed our oral version of what Quakerism 
is and demands of us to become less robust than the 
printed version that appears in our Book of Discipline. 
Face to face, we are fuzzy even while ‘The red Book’ 
offers clarity about ‘What it means to be a Quaker 
today’. A sort of gap has been allowed to open up. 
Ben Pink Dandelion maintains that many Friends 
now see the provisions of the Book of Discipline as 
being optional: a sort of supermarket to match our 
supermarket Quakerism where we pick and choose. 

This Swarthmore Lecture is no doomsday 
scenario. Our numbers may be steadily falling but 
Ben Pink Dandelion identifies three things that will 
help us move forward. First, we need to be wary of 
secularisation and to strengthen our spiritual identity. 
We seem to have lost our teaching ministry. Why do 
we find it so hard to teach when about a third of us are 
teachers? Second, we need to maintain the reality of a 
religious society, inhabit our faith and accept God-led 
change. We need the courage to ‘sit more lightly’ in 
relation to structures that no longer serve us. We need 
to remember that our Book of Discipline embodies 
and affirms our theological stance on the primacy of 
transformative spiritual experience – of being led to 
ask the right questions rather than the correct answers. 
Third, we need to embrace passion and joy.

Where i differ from Ben Pink Dandelion is that i 
can see no reason why our process of discernment 
cannot include such things as consultation, taking 
soundings or professional advice. We do have a process 
of ‘threshing’ as part of our discipline, where we work 
through an issue without the pressure of having to 
make a decision.

The religious Society of Friends has its origins 
in dissent and in prophecy, and we need to keep 
discernment at the top of all our practices. We are 
a priesthood of all believers, speaking and acting 
prophetically in the world. We remain Open for 
Transformation.

Philip is a member of Beccles Meeting.

Open for transformation: 
Being Quaker

Philip Allum writes about the 2014 Swarthmore Lecture 

The Swarthmore Lecture
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Words

Church

Harvey Gillman continues his series on words and their meanings

in his Journal, George Fox tells of an encounter with 
a priest in Leicester:

He asked me what a church was? I told him the 
church was the pillar and ground of truth, made up of 
living stones, living members, a spiritual household, 
which Christ was the head of; but he was not the head 
of a mixed multitude, or of an old house made up of 
lime, stones and wood.

The church was not a building. The church was 
the people. not just any people, but those who were 
gathered together by the Lord, turned to the light – a 
society of the saved (living stones) not of the sinner (the 
mixed multitude). hence anyone committing a sin and 
who would not repent was disowned – not owned by 
the saved, not worthy of their society. 

The word church derives from the Greek kuriakos 
– belonging to the Lord, the kurios. The Greek word 
has provided most Germanic languages with related 
terms. roman Christians borrowed a different Greek 
word ekklesia, meaning assembly, and this gives us the 
French église, the italian chiesa and so forth, but has also 
influenced the Celtic church, giving the Welsh eglwys, 
for example. Thus kuriakos emphasises the divine 
foundation; ekklesia stresses the community itself. But 
gradually the two terms became synonymous. Quite 
early on, however, the words referred not only to the 
people, but also to the hierarchical institution (literally 
meaning, ruled by the priest) and the place in which 
the assembly worshipped. Friends saw themselves as 
part of another, more authentic, dissident tradition, 
stressing not outward institutions and buildings, but the 
inwardness of the Light. They were extremely critical of 
what isaac Penington saw as the likeness of a church… 
the false church, Babylon… an invented church… an 
imitated church. 

The phrase a religious society was used by William 
Penn in his writings, according to Peter Lasersohn in his 
fascinating blog, Quaker Historical Lexicon. i wonder 

whether this was an echo of the scientific societies 
founded at this period where people also met to explore 
experimentally the nature of the world around them. 
The phrase religious Society of Friends appears only at 
the end of the eighteenth century. Before that, we were 
Friends in the Truth, where the truth was Christ.

What has all this to do with us today? Firstly, i think 
we ought to have some historical understanding so that 
we do not come out with comments that are historically 
false. Whenever i hear the phrase, ‘Friends have always 
believed/said/claimed…’ i pause, gulp and wonder 
how true that is. Our understanding of Christianity 
and the church has changed throughout our history. 
it is changing still. Secondly, i wonder whether, when 
we call ourselves the religious Society of Friends and 
then claim we no longer like the word ‘religious’, we 
understand what that omission would mean to the 
world at large (and if we substituted the word ‘spiritual’ 
whether that would not make it worse!). early Friends 
were friends of something; are we today just friendly, 
more or less, with each other? What would we mean 
today by being a friend in or of the Truth? Would truth 
begin with a capital?

Throughout the whole of my life i have been aware 
of encounters in depth, on trains, on walks, in shops, 
in temples, synagogues (which by the way comes 
from two Greek words meaning meeting together), 
in churches and in Meeting houses, with people who 
have manifested that of God (or a voice of authenticity, 
reverence and passion for life – name it as you will). 
Whenever this has happened, i have been aware of 
being in the Presence, have been inspired, have found 
myself in a holy place. These people, whatever name 
they give to themselves, are the invisible church made 
manifest. The test of any visible institution is how far 
the outward is a sign, a sacrament, of the inward – how 
far the divine is made real in the everyday encounter.

Harvey is a member of Brighton Meeting. 
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Two years ago a small group of Friends in Perth 
began planning an outreach event for our city. 
The result of these plans and dedicated work 

has been stunning. We arranged to display twelve 
photographs of panels from the Quaker Tapestry in the 
main library in Perth. This exhibition would have been 
pretty good on its own, but one of our number, Oliver 
Main, thought it would be a good idea to design and 
stitch a panel about Perth for Perth. Genius!

 With the help and expertise of Alison Burnley, 
of South edinburgh Meeting, we designed a panel 
along the lines of the Quaker Tapestry incorporating 
images that say ‘Perth’ to people here. The result is a 
beautiful panel showing the bridges over the river Tay 
and summarising some of the interests and activities 
found in Perth. i took it round the places shown 
and managed to get stitches from the provost, a St 
Johnstone footballer, the chief executive of the theatre, 
representatives from the museum, The Black Watch, 
St Johns church and Scone Palace. Some of these 
photographs appeared in the local papers, together 
with a lovely picture of children adding their stitch. 

For two weeks people came from the local area 
to add their stitch to the Perth panel: from people 
who had never used a needle to experts from an 

embroiderers’ Guild – and from children to people 
who thought they would never stitch again due to 
failing eyesight. Two Friends were available in the 
library during opening hours: one explained the 
photographs and another was with our panel and 
helped visitors to stitch.

Our aim was to raise the profile of Quakers within 
the local area and we feel that we achieved this aim. 
Most people came to stitch the Perth panel and then 
found out all about the masterpiece that is the Tapestry 
exhibition in Kendal. We had selected panels that we 
felt would have been of most interest to non-Quakers. 
We were, understandably, constrained by the Council’s 
policy on not promoting religion in its buildings and 
this meant we did not hand out Quaker literature – but 
the Tapestry speaks for itself!

We may never know who or how we have touched 
people, or if we opened a road for someone to travel, 
but i know we made a difference.

The panel, when finished, will be displayed in 
venues around Perth and then put on permanent 
display in one of them, where it will be seen by many 
people for years to come.

Adwoa is a member of East Scotland Area Meeting.

Perth in stitches

Adwoa Bittle celebrates a successful outreach project in Perth

Outreach

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 A

dw
oa

 B
itt

le
.



the Friend, 17 October 2014 15

Many people in search of a living faith have doubts but, as harry emerson 
Fosdick put it, doubt is not the enemy of faith, it is ‘the growing edge’ of 
faith.

Some religious people think that unbelief is sinful, but no-one can make another 
believe until he can ‘so exhibit the truth that the mind of the would-be believer 
cannot do other than leap out and grasp it and make it his own’. What is sinful, 
Fosdick suggests, is for a person to assert that he does not believe, after truth has 
authenticated itself in his own mind, or if he refuses to contemplate all the evidence, 
which one is so prone to do if it is offered by someone on other grounds.

he goes on to assert, in his book The Christian Agnostic, that there is only one 
right way of asking a person to believe ‘and that is to put before them what they 
ought to believe because it is true… and present what is true in such a way that 
nothing will prevent it from being seen except the desire to abide in darkness… 
When all this has been done, it is still necessary to recognise that faith is God’s will, 
not our handiwork’.

Fosdick asserts that faith is like moving along the firm road of demonstrable, 
accepted fact and then making a leap in the same direction as the evidence so as to 
bring oneself further than the evidence alone will carry one. This kind of leap is not 
unknown in science. So, it is a mistake to talk of the conflict between science and 
faith. The tension is really between two kinds of faith.

‘Let us examine that evidence and then in complete loyalty to its trend make a 
leap both of intellect and will… and try out in life the faith that carries us on wings 
after the hard road of fact and reason stops.’

Philip is a member of Polegate Meeting.

Reflection

Doubt and faith

Philip Barron on the tension between two kinds of faith
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a look at the Quaker world

A DeLiGhTeD Quaker prison 
chaplain recently visited ‘Catching 
Dreams’, the annual Koestler Trust 
exhibition.

Joolz Saunders, of norfolk 
and Waveney Area Meeting, 
said: ‘imagine my thrill walking 
into the exhibition… and seeing 
the patchwork shoulder bag i 
had encouraged one of “my” 
ex-prisoners in norwich to submit 
hanging up on display!’

The exhibition features a wide 
range of work from offenders, 
secure patients and detainees of all 
ages – from drawings, paintings 
and photography to poetry, music 
and textiles.

Joolz explained: ‘Over 8,000 
works of art and craft pieces were 
submitted for this annual display 
of prisoners’ creative work. The 
exhibition of well over 100 items is 
an awe-inspiring proof of the sheer 
skill, imagination and creative 
energy that is locked up “inside”.’

The Koestler Trust is a prison 
arts charity that has been 
encouraging and exhibiting 
prisoners’ artwork for over 
fifty years. Joolz said: ‘as well 
as awarding prizes it provides 
mentoring schemes which assist 
prisoners after their discharge to 
further their artistic lives – many 
of them with great success.’ The 
‘Catching Dreams’ exhibition itself 
has been curated by graduates of 
the Trust’s mentoring programmes, 
in collaboration with the 
Southbank Centre.

Several ex-prisoners spoke at the 
exhibition’s official opening. Joolz 
reports that they ‘gave very moving 
accounts of their journey from 
total despair to their triumphant 
achievements, having written, 
drawn, painted and crafted their 
way to freedom and positive lives. 
You could feel their joy and zest 
for life!

‘Service as a Quaker prison 

chaplain has its full share of sad, 
challenging and frustrating times 
but it also regularly reminds us that 
“there is that of God in everyone” 
and this exhibition is another proof 
of that truth.’

‘Catching Dreams’ will be on 
display at the royal Festival hall in 
London until 30 november.

TWO VerY DiFFerenT mentions of Quakers 
popped up in the press recently.

A tongue-in-cheek article in the Financial Times 
caught epping Friend Alan Fricker’s attention.

Journalist Lisa Pollack wrote a light-hearted piece 
in September about how different phone operating 
systems define people’s identities. in a Star Wars 
analogy, she compared Apple to a domineering empire 

and competing companies, running Android operating 
systems, to a ragtag, motley group of rebels.

One paragraph caught Alan’s eye. in it Windows 
phone users were described as being ‘somewhat like 
Quakers. While it’s broadly understood that they are 
devoted to the “Live Tiles” on their homescreens and 
cannot shut up about them, no one else is sure exactly 
what they stand for, least of all themselves. But they 
seem to have made a decision they are happy with, so 
everyone can agree that they are largely inoffensive 
and certainly not a threat of any kind.’

Thankfully, not all recent mentions of Friends 
have been in this vein. Adrienne Jeorrett got in touch 
with Eye when she spotted a letter to Times Higher 
Education in September.

Farah Mendlesohn, head of english, communication, 
film and media at Anglia ruskin university, wrote: 
‘Last year i offered an afternoon course in listening 
skills to members of my department in response 
to requests. i found a listening skills facilitator by 
contacting the local Quaker Meeting as Quakers have 
three centuries of “listening skills” to draw on. i would 
recommend this source of support to anyone else 
wishing to strengthen their listening skills.’

Joyful patchwork

Spied in the press
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'FOOD  There's a story behind every-
thing we eat'. What influence can we
have on the way our food is pro-
duced? How can we be part of the
changes that are needed? Quakers and
Business Group Day Conference, 5
November, Friends House. Info and
booking: qandb.org

Friends&Meetings
Deaths

Diary
CORRECTION
Mary SPEECHLEY  died on 5 October 
(not 5 September). Enquiries Clare
Norton 01905 412434.

Meeting up
Golden weddings

Memorial meetings

QUAKER SOCIALIST SOCIETY
Darlington Meeting House, 6 Skinner-
gate, DL3 7NB. Saturday 8 November
2pm Meeting with Jenny Chapman MP
(Please note change of speaker).
12 noon Committee Meeting.
All welcome. Enquiries:
forbesbarbarae@yahoo.co.uk

Janet PASCOE  8 October, peacefully
in Northwick Park Hospital. Mother
of Katherine, Joanna and Madeline,
Grandmother of Hannah, Sam, Chris
and Dan. Member of Uxbridge
Meeting, and previously of Jordans
Meeting. Aged 82. Funeral at the
Chilterns Crematorium, Amersham,
3.15pm, Friday 24 October, followed
by a Meeting for Worship at Jordans
FMH and refreshments. Enquiries:
kathyjburrows@gmail.com or tel.
01895 270033.

Betty DUXBURY  A Memorial Meeting
to celebrate Betty's life will be held at
2pm on Sunday 16 November at
Oxford Meeting House, 43 St Giles,
Oxford OX1 3LW, followed by tea.
All welcome. Parking very limited.

John FYSON  Meeting for Worship to
celebrate John's life at Walthamstow
Meeting House, 3pm on Saturday
25 October followed by light refresh-
ments. Enquiries Beryl Bell: 020 8926
7853, colinberyl@ntlworld.com

Dennis GOODALL and Moira
McINTOSH were married in
Aberdeen on 23 October 1964.
Now of Whitby Meeting.

Ann and Douglas OWEN  Members
of Barnstaple Meeting, were married
on 16 October 1954.

Diamond weddings

Changes to meeting

BLUE IDOL LM Continued delayed
restoration has led Blue Idol Friends
to find a new temporary home. From
19 October we will worship every
Sunday at 10.30am in Storrington
Village Hall, 59 West Street, Storrington
RH20 4DZ until further notice.

Friends & Meeting notices
Personal entries (births, marriages, deaths, anniversaries, changes of
address, etc.) charged at £21.60 incl. vat for up to 35 words and includes a
copy of the magazine with the notice. Meeting and charity notices
(changes of clerk, new wardens, changes to meeting, diary, etc.) £18 zero
rated for vat. Max. 35 words. 3 Diary or Meeting up entries £43.20 (£36 if
zero rated); 6 entries £75.60 (£63 zero rated). Notices should preferably be
prepaid. Cheques made out to ‘The Friend.’ Deadline usually Monday morning.
Entries are accepted at the editor’s discretion in a standard house style.
A gentle discipline will be exerted to maintain a simplicity of style and
wording that excludes terms of endearment and words of tribute.
Guidelines for death notices on request.
The Friend, 54a Main Street, Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LL.
Tel. 01535 630230. Email: ads@thefriend.org

CHRIST-CENTRED UNTIMED
MEETING FOR WORSHIP
each Sunday at 4pm, Bunhill Fields
Meeting House, Quaker Court,
Banner Street, London EC1Y 8QQ.
You are welcome to join us.

QUAKER QUEST NETWORK AGM
All welcome. Saturday 25 October.
1.45 for 2pm – 5pm. Friends House
173 Euston Road, London. Launch of
new QQ website. Reports, plans,
developments, QQ experiences, needs
and ideas.

MALE FRIEND, LATE 60s,  seeks
soulmate/companion. Preferably
mobile, fun-loving, to share peaceful
principles and live fairly adventurously.
Interests include all the Arts plus
current affairs, food, travel and
countryside. Derbys/Notts/Lincs area.
Please reply to Box 970 c/o The
Friend, 54a Main Street, Cononley,
Keighley BD20 8LL.

The best investment you
can make - a subscription

to the Friend!

Enjoy a weekly dividend of
news, nurture and inspiration.

See www.thefriend.org

17 Oct  14/10/14  15:19  Page 5
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Classified advertisements

where to stay
GUESTHOUSES, HOTELS, B&BS

COTTAGES & SELF-CATERING

miscellaneous

accommodation

FLAT AVAILABLE IN WINDERMERE. An
opportunity has arisen at Gatesbield Quaker
Housing Association for a Quaker ready to
move now to the beautiful English Lake
District. Purpose-built one bedroom
Sheltered Flat in lovely gardens, five minute
walk from Windermere village. On-site
warden. Details: www.gatesbield.org.uk
Email: scheme.manager@gatesbield.org.uk
Telephone 015394 45578. 

ON QUAKER-OWNED SMALLHOLDING    
Forest edge, Wales: chalet style mobile
home, clad in wood for winter warmth,
summer coolness. Usk-valley views, gar-
den, balcony. Double bedroom plus
study-bedroom. £300 monthly. Details
01291 673797.

B&B AT WOODBROOKE, BIRMINGHAM.
Explore Birmingham and the Midlands
or relax in 10 acres of gardens and
woodland. Close to Bournville and public
transport. Wonderful library, delicious
meals, Friendly welcome. Great value.
Book at www.woodbrooke.org.uk or call
0121 472 5171.

COBER HILL HOTEL/CONFERENCE CENTRE
A superb hotel in Cloughton, near Scar-
borough. Perfect for holidays, residential
conferences, educational visits, midweek
breaks and social interest groups.
Bookings/enquiries 01723 870310.
www.coberhill.co.uk

COTSWOLDS. Spacious barn conversion
in Charlbury near Woodstock. Sleeps 2+.
Woodburner. Lovely walking. 01608
811558. Nick.parker@cooptel.net.
www.cotswoldsbarn.com

SUFFOLK COAST WALBERSWICK Self-
contained annexe. Very close to beach.
Beautiful, varied walks. Sleeps 2/3. £150–
£275pw; £50/night. Tel: 01502 723914
email: barbara@priestman.myzen.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICE

Quaker Accountant offers friendly
service countrywide.

Self-assessment & small businesses.

Richard Platt, Grainger & Platt
Chartered Certified Accountants
3 Fisher Street, Carlisle CA3 8RR

Telephone 01228 521286
richard.platt@grainger-platt.co.uk

www.grainger-platt.co.uk

WRITING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY?
Books typeset for your family’s pleasure.
Photos and other graphics can be included.
Contact Trish on 01223 363435.
trishc@compsbycarn.demon.co.uk
Other printed material also prepared.

QUAKER MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES,
Partnerships, commitments, notices and
other calligraphy. Liz Barrow 01223 369776.

SWITZERLAND (Les Mosses). Quiet moun-
tain area. Stunning views. Fully equipped
family flat, easy access by public trans-
port. Special rates for Friends. Contact
caroline@bluewin.ch for details or see:
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/1848383

OVERSEAS HOLIDAYS

Please send me .......... copies of
Poems that make Grown Men Cry
Single copy £16.44, two or more
£15 each, all post free. Cheque encl.
payable to The Friend for £...........

Name..............................................

Address...........................................

........................................................

Postcode.........................................

Tel...................................................

Please send to: The Friend
54a Main Street, Cononley
Keighley BD20 8LL.
Subject to availability. Exp. 31/12/14

“Everyone who reads this collection
will be roused: disturbed by the
pain, exalted in the zest for joy
given by poets” The Observer

In this fascinating anthology,
produced in conjunction with
Amnesty International, one
hundred men - distinguished in
literature and film, science and
architecture, theatre and human
rights - confess to being moved to
tears by poems that haunt them.
Representing twenty nationalities
and ranging in age from their
early 20s to their late 80s, the
majority are public figures not
prone to crying. Here they admit
to breaking down when ambushed
by great art, often in words as
powerful as the poems themselves.
Poems chosen by Stephen Fry,
Colin Firth, Seamus Heaney,
Rowan Williams, Simon Callow,
Andrew Motion and 94 other men!

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EXPLORING
psychic/spiritual matters? Quaker
Fellowship for Afterlife Studies could be a
nurturing group for you. Contact Angela
Howard (clerk), Webb’s Cottage, Woolpits
Road, Saling, Braintree, Essex, CM7 5DZ.
Email angela1@webbscottage.co.uk
www.quakerfellowshipforafterlifestudies.
co.uk Free magazine “Reaching Out”. 

personal

LIVE ADVENTUROUSLY! Occasional
house swap? We live in a friendly village
near Oakham, Rutland. 3/4 bed light,
bright house. We hope to spend more
time in Cornwall (especially Marizion area).
Would you like to house swap for a month-
ish at any time(s) in the year? Local
Meeting in Oakham. Please contact Anna
and John Findlay john@carbonzeroco.com

A WARM PEMBROKESHIRE WELCOME
awaits you in 2 cosy well equipped
cottages each sleeps 4. Woodburners,
sea views, coastal path 2 miles. 01348
891286. holidays@stonescottages.co.uk
www.stonescottages.co.uk

CHRISTMAS BREAK AT GLENTHORNE
Self-catering, from 23 - 27 December.
Perfect for large group or family. Prices
from £1,680. For more details please call
01539 435389, email info@glenthorne.org

Ethical investment? 
A subscription to the Friend!

See www.thefriend.org
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QPSW Relief Grants
Applications now being sought 
Applications are now being sought for these annual grants available
for projects in the UK and overseas. All projects/programmes
requesting support should be for the relief of people who are suffering
as a result of natural disasters, climate change, war or conflict but
not for immediate crisis relief.

Each project must have a Britain Yearly Meeting Quaker link (person
or group) and the application should arise from the concern of Friends,
supported at least by their local meetings. Projects need not be
Quaker led and existing as well as new projects may be supported.

Annual grants will usually be for up to £4,000 per project with a
maximum of £6,000 and applications for single payments are
encouraged. Grants for two or three years in appropriate circumstances
will also be considered with a maximum three-year total of £15,000.
Existing as well as new projects may be supported and these grants
may cover only part of the total funding required. 

If a beneficiary has received a grant for 2 or 3 consecutive years,
there must be an interval of at least one year before they can be
considered for another grant and a new project proposal for them
would need to be substantially different from any previous one.

Application packs can be downloaded from:
www.quaker.org.uk/qpsw-relief-grants
Further information from
Helen Thomas, Grants Officer, Quaker Communication & Services
Tel: 020 7663 1117 E-mail: grants@quaker.org.uk

The closing date for completed applications is 31 January 2015.

Registered charity 1127633.

Can you help the
Quaker Christmas

Shelter?
The Shelter will again be held at
Union Chapel, Highbury Corner,
Islington and will be open from
23 - 30 December.

Volunteer
Many different skills required,
with a New Volunteers training
day on 29 November. We also
need volunteers from London to
take on small jobs that are not on
a shift. For more info email Kate
Mellor: kate.mellor@QHA.org.uk

Donate
If you or your Meeting would
like to make a donation to help
fund the Quaker Christmas
Shelter, please send cheques and
charity vouchers payable to
Quaker Homeless Action to:
Lorna Boyd, QHA Treasurer,
Sunny Brae, Allendale Road,
Hexham NE46 2NQ
You can also give online at
www.LocalGiving.com (search
for Quaker Homeless Action)

Thank you!
Registered charity no. 1041921.

Just THIS Day
Just this Day is a day when we can all recommend stillness to one another. If you are
in London, come to St Martin-in-the-Fields, but wherever you are join in the stillness.

Stop: For Just One Day – Wednesday 26th November 2014
St Martin-in-the-Fields, London: 10am - Meditation led by Fr Laurence Freeman,
10.30am - Stillness as a Living Value and Meditation as a tool for transformation.
Speakers on the theme. Free but registration required. 7pm The Inside Story - new
reflective music followed by questions and discussions. See our website for details.

Llandrindod Quaker Meeting House will be open 10am-4pm, with short performances
of the music of Hildegard of Bingen at 11am and 2pm. What could your Meeting do?
For details and teaching resources for schools see: www.justthisday.org

See
www.justthisday.org
for details of events/
teaching resources
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